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1. PREFACE vs. INTRODUCTION



2. FOREWORD



3. STORIES / ANECDOTES



4. DIALOGUE



5. INTERVIEWS



6. DEVELOP TRUST



7. DUMB IT DOWN



8. DON’T PREACH



9. WRITE TIGHT



10.MAKE IT ROBUST



11. HOOKS and 

CLIFFHANGERS



BAD OPENING LINES: 

Jan and I had been friends for many years.

I was born in 1963 and my parents were Derek and Janet Smith.

In 2008, I was praying about taking on a new career. 

Have you ever wished things we’re better?

Did you know 50% of marriages end in divorce?

It all began a long time ago. I was younger then. 

The sun was bright and little did I know…

It was a day like any other day. But today was different. I stared up at the wallpaper 

around the room. The green stripes seemed to call my name as I my eyes danced 

across the room skipping from the antique pink flower vase to the wooden jewelry box 

my mother had gifted me on my sixteenth birthday. I sat up in bed, rubbed my eyes and 

looked at the digital alarm clock next to my bed. It read 7:00, so I swung my feet over 

the edge of the bed, my feet hitting the worn-out green shag carpet that I’d walked on 

for the last fifteen years. It was then I realized I wanted to be an interior decorator. 

Hopefully I can help you become one too. That’s probably why you bought my book.  



12. ACTION POINTS



13.FULFILL PROMISES



14. FOOTNOTES vs. ENDNOTES



15. BIBLIOGRAPHIES



16. TITLES and COVERS



17. OMIT WEAK WRITING



18. EPILOGUES, AFTERWORDS, 

and APPENDICES



19. HIRE A COACH



20. JOIN A CRITIQUE GROUP

          word-weavers.com



21. PRAY BEFORE YOU WRITE



Q & A Time



For Lecture Notes:

tezwrites@gmail.com

For Coaching:

Website: TezBrooks.com
(free 1500-word critique with each quote)

 

Facebook: facebook.com/TezWrites/
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